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EDITORIAL

”It is a great pleasure for us to be able to launch our newsletter after 4 years of development of AFESIP in Lao PDR in close 

collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare and to present our most outstanding activities and results in the 

fight against human trafficking for sexual exploitation of Children and Women.  

All these years have been challenging in setting up new activities, training our staff to become professional social workers and 

counselors, putting in place a referral system and an efficient coordination between various government stakeholders at village, 

district, provincial and national levels. We are now proud to say that we have opened two rehabilitation centres in Lao PDR aimed 

at supporting children and women victims of human trafficking for sexual exploitation by offering them health care, psychological 

assistance, basic education and life skills classes, legal assistance and vocational training before they can reintegrate society in a 

sustainable way. AFESIP proposes alternative income generating activities, especially through its social enterprise opened in 2007. 

AFESIP Laos intends to provide a global answer to the issue of trafficking while ensuring participation of beneficiaries (15 became 

AFESIP staff) and supporting various government agencies so they can work altogether. As reported in this newsletter various 

forces unite to fight against this terrible crime of human trafficking and work hand in hand with us. It is now our duty to ensure to 

provide the best services to the victims. We are working hard to monitor our intervention so that this chance for a new life offered 

to the victims can be a real alternative to what is the worst offense to the dignity of children and women.” 

 

Dr Didier BERTRAND, Country Director of AFESIP Laos 

AFESIP LATEST NEWS 

Case analysis and [ŜƎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ 

on addressing Human Trafficking cases 
One of the new activities launched by AFESIP Laos in the second phase of the project is the 

strengthening of the capacities of local authorities to enforce the law for a better protection 

of the rights of the victim of Human Trafficking. The beginning of the year 2010 was in this 

regard a very good start for this activity with one case analysis workshop in January, a serie of 

Legal workshops in March and one planned in April.  

From January 26
th

 to 28
th

 2010, AFESIP in collaboration with the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare (MLSW) and the Ministry of 

Justice (MOJ) organized a workshop on Case Analysis. 17 participants attended this workshop, including the officials from MLSW, 

Savannakhet and Vientiane Provincial Labour and Social Welfare department (PLSW), MOJ, Anti Trafficking Unit from Vientiane, 

prosecutors and AFESIP staffs. Several human trafficking cases were reviewed and analyzed during the workshop sessions. AFESIP 

also presented its project, including rehabilitation centre activities, legal support for AFESIP residents and challenges encountered. 

An agreement on a legal support system was established between AFESIP and governmental authorities. Documents on the cases 

have to be submitted to the ATU in Vientiane capital to be investigated and followed up. 

 

AFESIP LAOS NEWSLETTER 
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From the 2
nd

 to the 4
th

 of March 2010, AFESIP together with the Anti-Trafficking Department (ATD) of the Ministry of Public Security 

organized also legal workshops on experience exchange on legal issues related to human trafficking and sexual exploitation: case 

analysis, follow-up of case processing related to victims of human trafficking and prosecution of traffickers and exploitative 

employers. More than 20 participants from ATU, PLSW, Provincial Prosecutors and the Lao Women Union (LWU) in three main 

provinces of the south of Laos: Savannakhet, Saravan and Champasak attended the workshop.  Human trafficking is a growing issue 

in those 3 provinces as they are located right next to the Lao-Thai border. Crossing the border to Thailand is easy and the illegal 

migrants have then to face the risk of being trafficked for labor or sexual exploitation.   

However, authorities in charge do not always have access to practical information on these issues. That is why the workshops 

propose to the participants to better understand skills and techniques needed to analyze a human trafficking case, illustrating the 

theory by different existing cases. Awareness raising, experience sharing and discussions about the concepts of Human Trafficking, 

illegal migration and repatriation were the main topics of the workshops; especially in Champassak province where the main 

repatriation border checkpoint is located. Information on those issues was provided by AFESIP Legal Advisor, Mrs. Lithnarong 

tƘƻƭǎŜƴŀΥ ά!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ can use the ideas and information provided to implement them in practical terms at their authority leǾŜƭέΣ 

she said. The discussions had good results ending in propositions and amendments to improve and develop legal activities of the 

various authorities present at the workshop.  

Another national case analysis seminar will be organised on lesson exchange regarding the rescue and legal process of children and 

women in sexual exploitation in April at central level, bringing together authorities and specifically ATU from four provinces: 

Vientiane, Savannakhet, Champasak and Saravan.   

 

A SURVIVOR’S STORY 

“In August 2006 when she was 17 years old, Tuy was trafficked from her home town of Savannakhet Province in 

Laos across the border to Thailand with the promise of employment as a well-paid domestic worker.  Once 

reaching her destination however, Tuy became the victim of labour exploitation after being sold by the trafficker to 

work as a housemaid in Bangkok. 

Tuy still bears the mental and physical scars of horrific daily beatings by her employer brutal enough to cause 

minor brain damage and destroy a number of her teeth. The nails were forcibly torn from the fingers and toes of 

both hands and feet, and her tongue was cut to disable her speech. It took Tuy nearly two years of constant threats 

and beatings before she was finally able to escape and helped by a Thai Taxi driver. Then, Tuy helped herself reach 

to the cross-border (Moukdahan province) Thailand and cross to Savannakhet (Laos). 

Tuy’s case was informed to Savannakhet Provincial Labour and Social Welfare department and Provincial Security 

Department by her and family.  With great promise, after telling her story to authorities, Tuy’s trafficker was 

located and fined under article 92 of the Lao law against human trafficking and abduction. He was later released 

with no punishment. In the eyes of the law, Tuy had also committed the crime of illegal migration…. 

Tuy received ongoing legal support for her case; she was paid for medical care by the trafficker the amount of 

80.000 Thai Baht (2500 USD) while she spent time recovering and undergoing vocational training in AFESIP’s 

rehabilitation centre in Vientiane. Tuy is now being employed as a care worker in an NGO where she supports 

other women and children who have been through similar ordeals to her own. 

 Her legal process is still in progress…” 
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AFESIP LAOS ACTIVITIES

¶ Outreach and Prevention 

Through outreach activities, the social work team together with peer 

educators regularly visits women in the entertainment sector, 

transportation areas (such as bus stations and boat piers) and villages at 

risk. The objectives are to distribute leaflets and information on 

prevention of trafficking and sexual exploitation, to protect and advise 

service women and offer alternative employment opportunities, to gather information on high 

risk areas, to distribute hygiene materials. Through developing rapports with women and girls 

ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ !C9{LtΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

from sexual exploitation. The team can identify trafficking victims and elicit information about 

the brothel or place of prostitution and cooperates with the police in the rescue process. 

 

¶ Rehabilitation 

AFESIP has opened two rehabilitation centres, one in Vientiane in 2006 

and one in Savannakhet in 2008. AFESIP's two shelters not only respond 

to the needs of sex trafficking victims by providing a safe refuge but also 

provide residents with the skills necessary to make a living for 

themselves. Indeed, the shelters prepare residents for reintegration by 

providing safe accommodation, food, clothes, hygienic and necessary 

daily items, health care, psychological support and counseling services, basic education, life 

skills and law classes, and vocational training (e.g., sewing, embroidery, hairdressing, cooking, 

etc.). AFESIP is now looking to enlarge the spectrum of vocational training activities to offer 

more alternative opportunities to the residents. 

¶ Reintegration 

In order to facilitate the reintegration of victims into their communities 

through sustainable financial independence after the rehabilitation 

process, AFESIP pǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƪƛǘέ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƪƛƴŘ όǎǘƻŎƪ ŦƻǊ 

micro-business) or in cash (through micro-credit), utilized as a source of 

income to avoid re-trafficking. AFESIP also searches for employment 

opportunities for women and girls; one of AFESIP initiatives in this field is the establishment of 

social enterprises (fair trade businesses), which provide sustainable employment for ex-

residents. All profits are re-invested for the creation of further employment. The reintegration 

elements include: family tracing, family assessment and reunification, supporting family income 

generation opportunities, independent resettlement of girls/women in the communities, follow 

up of cases for up to 3 years.  

¶ Legal Support / Advocacy 

The second phase of AFESIP project enlarges its activities and focuses on legal support to ensure a better access to justice for the 

victims and the development of an advocacy strategy to raise awareness on Human Trafficking and Commercial and Sexual 

Exploitation of Children (CSEC), to build the capacities of relevant authorities, in order to enforce the law and empower the victims 

through a recognition of their rights. Advocacy initiatives such as campaigning, trainings and dissemination of targeted IEC material, 

will be developed toward the duty bearers, from the local authorities to the national decision makers, but also toward the bar 

owners, the families and the communities at risk.  

AFESIP ACTIVITIES KEY 

FIGURES 

(October-December 2009) 

 

¶ 105 entertainment venues 

were visited by AFESIP 

outreach team:   

¶ 624 girls were reached by 

the Outreach team:  

¶ 8101 hygiene materials 

were  distributed:  

¶ 70% of service women 

visited received an AFESIP 

ά/ƘŀƳǇŀέ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎŀǊŘ 

¶ 12 girls were rescued from 

the entertainment sector 

¶ 11 residents are sheltered 

at AFESIP rehabilitation 

centre in Vientiane, 24 

residents in AFESIP 

rehabilitation centre in  

Savannakhet 

¶ 18 girls were reintegrated 

during this period  

Cases brought to court:  

¶ 5 traffickers cases are 

being prosecuted (4 

Vietnamese and 1 Lao) at 

ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ƻǳǊǘ 

of Savannakhet province.  

¶ 1 trafficker case is being 

prosecuted in the 

Provincial Supreme Court 

(4 children victims).  

¶ 1 trafficker case has been 

transmitted  to police 

officers in Khammuane 

province to be prosecuted  

(8 women and girls 

victims) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Join the fight - AFESIP Laos Newsletter    Jan-Mar 2010 

4 

THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS 

AND PARTNERS, AFESIP IS PROUD TO 

ANNOUNCE THAT SINCE 2006: 

148 GIRLS AND WOMEN  

ARE FOLLOWED UP BY AFESIP LAOS 

95 GIRLS AND WOMEN  

WERE RESCUED FROM THE ENTERTAINEMENT 

SECTOR IN LAOS  

110 GIRLS AND WOMEN  

WERE TAKEN IN BY AFESIP IN THE 

REHABILITATION CENTRES  

117 GIRLS AND WOMEN  

REINTEGRATED RECEIVE AFESIP SUPPORT TO 

TO WORK OR RUN A SMALL BUSINESS 

 

NEWS FROM AFESIP SOCIAL ENTERPRISE  

Concept: AFESIP Social Enterprise (ASE) is a training and income generating activity that supports 

victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation to return to a normal life through a sustainable 

reintegration process (financial independence). Due to the psychological condition of women 

rescued and the low self-esteem which often results, it is important not only to provide 

psychological support, but to provide skills through vocational training programs so women can 

learn to be self-sufficient and regain stability in their lives. AFESIP Social Enterprise (ASE) 

activities in Laos include a hairdressing salon, a handicraft production centre and an organic 

cosmetics production centre in Vientiane.  

Latest event:  On the 27th of March 2010, ASE participated in the Forum for Employment at 

the French Center in Vientiane. Together with 12 other companies and organizations and over 

50 professionals from all sectors, ASE presented to students from all departments of the 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ŀƻǎΣ ƛǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ !C9{LtΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 

provided leaflets and brochures on Human Trafficking, Domestic Labour, the Child Rights 

Convention. AFESIP advocacy and communication team was also present to answer any 

question on AFESIP activities. A very good opportunity to spread the word about ASE and 

AFESIP activities amongst Lao students, as over 300 visitors came to the forum! 

 

For more information on AFESIP Social Enterprise and to purchase ASE products please contact: socialenterprise@afesiplaos.org  

   

JOIN THE FIGHT! 

AFESIP Laos needs your support!  

To make an online donation: www.afesiplaos.org or www.ammado.com  

We receive in-kind donations such as clothes, IT equipments, beauty 

shop equipments, furniture, household linen etc.  

Please contact us if you want to make an in-kind donation. 

For any information on AFESIP Laos project: 

AFESIP Laos , BP 3128, Vientiane Lao PDR  

Tel: 00856 21 415 533/ Fax: 00856 413 488 

Email: info@afesiplaos.org / Website: www.afesiplaos.org  

 

AFESIP ONLINE 

AFESIP Laos is now also on Facebook and Twitter! Become a fan or a follower:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Vientiane/AFESIP-Laos/219762221380 and 

http://twitter.com/AFESIPLaos  

Visit our pictures gallery on Picasa Web Albums: http://picasaweb.google.com/afesip.laos 

 

 

AFESIPΩǎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ is mainly supported by ANESVAD, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UNICEF, Manos Unidas.  

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS AND PARTNERS 
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